
Drama

What will you learn?

Year 9 drama is about powerful, intense acting 
that pushes the boundaries of what you 
thought theatre could be. You will learn how 
to create pieces of theatre that shock, impress 
and move an audience to tears or laughter. 

GCSE drama will enable you to create 
imaginative original work as part of a small 
group. You will develop your acting skills 
through workshops and perform extracts from 
play texts. You will see touring performances 
at St Helen’s and go to the theatre which you 
will review. You will also learn to write 
well-structured, analytical essays about your 
experiences in rehearsal and performance. 

As well as improving your confidence, you will 
learn life-enhancing presentation, teamwork 
and communication skills.

What do students say?
“I’ve learnt about the technical side of 
performance a lot this year – the lighting, 
sound effects and stage management.”

“I’ve really enjoyed working together in a 
group to build a performance over an 
extended period of time, so that we have more 
scope to develop characters.”

“I think you have a lot more freedom than in 
Year 9 which is exciting and makes you feel 
respected and valued.”

“The productions at St Helen’s inspired me to 
do GCSE drama which I am really enjoying.”

Facilities, expeditions and more...

• Lessons and performances take place in either the 
Yolande Paterson Hall or the Studio Theatre. 

• Recent theatre trips have included: Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, Romeo and Juliet, The 39 Steps,  
Our Country’s Good and 946: The Amazing Story of 
Adolphus Tips, as well as visiting productions of 
Frankenstein and The Picture of Dorian Gray.

Who teaches it?

There are two full-time drama teachers who teach the GCSE course, with the assistance of a 
support member of staff and a full-time theatre technician. 

Libby Jewitt, Head of Drama

Results gained in 2018:

GCSE drama: 
93% at 9-7  
100% at 9-6

FACT FILE

How is the subject taught?

In Year 9 there is one double lesson per week.  
For GCSE there are two double lessons per week. 
The focus is usually practical, working in small 
groups. It is important that students are motivated 
to work independently and as part of a team. 

The Edexcel GCSE course is made up  
of three components: 

Component 1: devising (40%)  
You will devise an original performance and  
write an accompanying piece of coursework.

Component 2: performance examination (20%)  
As a small group you will perform a key extract 
from a play. You will also perform a monologue.

Component 3: written examination (40%)  
Within the final exam you will evaluate a  
piece of live theatre you have studied and  
write about how you would stage a text you  
have practically explored.


